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Public,  health  departmeilt.,'  . ' “ . . . 

. ,.';V  '•  ■ ’ " 

■ LARV/lij,' 

■ • DEGE^.^BSR♦  1940. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  , : . 

' 'A  - 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  a report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
year  1939.  In  accordance  with ‘the  instructions • of 
. -the -Ministry  ■■of  Health , the  report!  Is  abbreviated, 
and  is  'c’onf ined  to  a summary  eihd  review  of  new 
.developments.  It  is  regretted- that  owing  to' the 
late  arrival  of  the  figures  -for-  calculation  of  rates 
completion'  ‘of  the  report  has  been  delayed.  A draft 
report  was  prepared  some  months  ago  but  has  had  to  be 
. scrapped ‘ owing  to  a further  instruction  for  additional 
abbreviation!  ‘ • 

’ V • ■ • 

, • / • • 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  .the 
consi-d oration  and  support  shown  me  by  the  Chairman  . ..  . 

and  members  of  the  Health  Committee',  nnd  m3''-  appreciation 
.of  the- work  of 'the  staff  of  the  department  without 
whose  v/illingness  to  undertake  additional  duties  and 
. to  work  • abnormal  hom’.s;:  the -functions  of  .the  department 
would  have'beori  gravel3':.  affected.’ 

* * * '•  • s . . . • 

• • ' ' ■ ; . .1  am,  La'dies'  and  Gentlemen, 

• * ‘ Your  obedient . servant  •, 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

‘I  « • • * 
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mmERS  OF  THE  HEfiLTH  COMCETTEE  1959-1940 . 

Councillor  John  Gregory,  J.P.  -*  ....  Mayor. 

Chairman  aE.Counco  Dr,  T.J.  Costello » M.C.,M.B. 

Vice-Chairman:- h Councillor  E.L.Carus. 


Alderman  F .C .Duckworth.  sGounoillor  R.W.Hill. 


” H.D. Holland.  , 
” « W, Knowles, J.P. 

” s R.Marsden, J.P. v 
’’  G. Pickup,  J.P.' 

” ^ s W.Worth,  J..P. , 
Councillor  J .Braithwaite . 
” J.A. Brooks. 

J.T.  Clark. 
R.Eccles. 

» J, Harwood. 


« Mrs .A.Hindle , J.P. 

A. Holden , J.P. 

F. E. Light oiler , J.P. 
s J.D.V/.Shav/, J.P. 
R.Shorrock,C.O. 

D . Smith . 

s Mrs .B. Thompson, J.P. 
E .V/estv/ell. 

E.  Yates.  ‘ 


- lx  Member  of  Health  Sub-Goromittee'v'';'  • ' 
Charles  Coutts  Byers, Town  Clerk.-  — ' 

■ . A . . • — oOo — . r ' 

■ STi'AFF  OF  AtHE  ;HEiJi.TH  DEPARTMENT.  ' ’ ■■■ 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. . )G.McCloskey,M. B. ,B.Ch> jB. A. 0.,D.P.H. , 
School  Medical  Of fioer  ......  )Resigned  30th  April , 1939 v;'-' 

Medical  Officer  of 'infectious ) R .C  .V/ebster  , B .Be  .- ,M.'D.  ,'DAP*H. , 
Diseases  Hospital..!.-....-..)  from-dst  June,  1939'.' 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  , )r  J .0.  Almond  ,M.Re  S.  I.,  ,M.S.  I lA.  ' 

Meat  Inspectorl  ) . . 'i‘.  '■ 


) F.  Littlecott  ,yi.eR,S.Io  jM.S.I  .A. 
District  Sanitary  Inspectors..)  H, R.Sulv/ay, A. R.S. I.  Re-signed  . 

• . 1,  : ■ ) - ; '31st  March  1940'. ’ ' 

. -A.  \ , ): -G.Mayor  ,M.R.S.I.',  from-  1st  July  1940 

Matron, Infectious  Diseases-  ) Miss  E .Anthony , A. R.R-.G.  ,S .R .N.  ,S.C .M. 
Hospital ..  o .1 

Consultant  Obstetrician . . . . . . . A.L.Potter  ,M.D  . ,M.R.  C.’S.  ,-]i^.C  «0  .G. 
Health  Visitors  and  Child  . ;)Mr-s .HrH.Shawcross , Certified' Midwife . 

Protection  Visitors )Miss  Fairbrass  , S.R .N . ,R.F  .N . , S.G  oM.  , 

. ; . A.R.San.I. ,H.V.Cer t . 

Municipal  Midwives'. )M.Rigg,S .R  .N,  ,S.C.M. 

-jF.B.Rimmer  ,S.R.N.  jS.C.M. 

Inspector  of 'Midwives Miss  M. D. Fairbrass . 

School  Dentist  Jpart  time)....  R.V.Glarke ,L.R.C.S. ,L.R.C.P. ,L.D.S. 

School  Nurse Miss  E.Hood. 

Chief  Clerk H. Hutchinson. 

Clerks )V^,Haworth,  J.Bamford  (H.M. Forces, 

■ ; ; jSeptember  1940)  Miss  M.E. Almond, 

) (Temporary  from  September  1940) 
)Mrs.H.Lightbown,  (Temporary  from 
December,  1940). 

School  Medical  Clerk Miss  E.  Fish. 
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SECTION  1. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  (Acres) 5,959 

Population  .r.  Census  1931 36,012 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident 

Population  Midsummer  1939 31,160 

Average  Population  appropriate  to  calculation 

of  Deathrates 31,370 

Comparability  Factor 1*02 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  - Census  1931 10,258 

” ” ” end  of  1939  according 

to  Rate  Books 10,367 

Rateable  Value £186,805 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £716 

Unemployment  - The  number  of  insured  persons  in 
the  Borough  during  1939  was  13,522  and  the  average 
percentage  unemployed  was  21*4. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

LIVE  BIRTHS  Total  Males  Females  Birth 

Legitimate 330  157  173  ) Rate 

Illegitimate...  12  4 8 )“  10-9 

342  161  181  ) 


Rate  per  thousand  births  for  England  & Wales 15-0 

STILL  BIRTHS:-  25  14  11 

Rate  per  thousand  births 76  • 

DEATHS '.  . . 495  230  265  Rate  15.7 

Rate  per  thousand  for  England  & Wales 12.1 

DEATH  RATES  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 21(Rate  60) 

All  infants  for  England  & V/ales - (Rate  50) 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births 21(Rate  60) 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births, 0(Rate  0.00) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) '.  . 0(Rtite  0.00) 

Deaths  from  V/hooping  Cough  (all  ages) 2(Rate  0.06) 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)..  l(^iato  2.6  ) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages). 53(Rate  1,67^ 
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Deathv^  from.  PuRrp era!  Causes, 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis 

From  other  Puerpersl  Causes.,.., 


•'O' 
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SFCTIOI:! 
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There  are  no  other  o.hanges  to  record  under  this-  ■ ' 

' il9-ternity  and  Child  Welfare . 

Midwifery  Maternity  Services In  , Sept  eniher  1939, 

Mr.  potter,.  Con, sul  tent  Oostetrician  to  the  • distri  ct , left 
for  Militar3^  Servioo,  Gonsnlta,nt  Glinicc  lapsed,  hut 
increased  work  was  taken  over  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health^  s Glinic..  _ Practitioners  requiring  assists-nce  in 
the  deliver^/  of  patients  may  call  in  other  consu].tant3 , 
whose  fees  are  covered  by  the  Local  Authorit*/. 

51  .Clinics  y/ere  held  hy  the  Medical  Officer 
at -which  p) 42  v/omen  mads  7.11  attendances. 

80  V/omennnade  155  • attendances  a^t  the  Giinics 
held  by  fir  c Potter, 

There  -is  .no  ad  hoc  .post-lTatal  Clinic  hut  46  women 
were  seen-as-tg  post-natal  'conditions  b^’-'-the  iledical  Officer 
of  Health- and -26  by  Mr,  Potter, 


DENT.JJ-'SGMvIE.- 


Number  of  women  referred  to  Dental  Clinic  by  Medical 


Officer . » . v-.  •. 26 

Number  of  wpmen^  found  to  require  treatment 14 

Number  who-,  r ece.iy ed,  treatment 14 


Number  of  treatments  (a)  fillingSc ... . . . . 

(bj  teetn  extractions n . « 142 

(p)_  number  of  patients 

supplied  with  dentures,,*..  14  . 

( d } numb  or  of  *de n tur  e s 

supplied , * o , - c o 27 

Supervision  of  Midwives,  A report  was  made  to  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  concernl.ng.  a midwife  practising  in  the  area, 
who  was  alleged  to_  have  infringed  the  rules  of  the  Central 
Midwives  Board  by  neglecting'  to  call'  in  medical  aid  on  the 
occurrence  of  Ophthalm’ia  Neonatorum  in  a child  delivered 
by  her,  and^.by  failiirp  tp_  send,  a notification  of  exposure 
to  infection  in  relation  to  the  same  child.  The  Health 
Committee  resolved  that  the  prosecution  before  the  Board 
be  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority,  (Note . This  case 
was  heard  in  January  1940 . ) ...  ” ' . 


■A 

Orthopaedic  Clinic . 

(Lancashif  o County  'CoiTnc .il_ .Scheme^.J_ 


Number  of  individual  school  children  attended., s’6 

Number  of  individual,  pre-school  ” 32. 

Number  of  attendances  made*  - , . 400 

Splints  supplied,. ' 39 

Remedial  Excercises  given,  90 

Number  of  children  admi.tted  to  h-o-spital  4 

Number  of  children  referred  to  Manchester  Royal 
Infirmary  for  X-ray  and  consultation, 3 


INFixl^T  VJELFiJlE-  CLINICS. 


Darwen  Children. 

Number  of  individual  children  who  first  attended  - 


Under  1 year,,.. 231 

1-5  years 43 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  children  - 

Under  1 year 5623 

1 - 5.  years. 4337 

Total  number  of  examinations  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 940 

Evacuees . 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  children  - 

Under  1 year.o 78 

1-5  years.,.. 140 

Total  number  of  examinations  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health 72 

j 

EOm  VISITATION  OF  MOTHERS . 

First  visits 132 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  -Total  visits 185 

Visits  to  children  under  First  Visits 326 

one  year  - Total  visits 1732 

Ditto,  do.  children  1.-5  yrs. Total  visits  2930 


In  addition  a large  number  of  special  visits  wore  made 
for  various-  purposes. 


. • • • oOo 

tir . J.  C.  Almond,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  submits 
in  Sections  4,5,  and  6,  a summary  of  -the  Y/ork  done  b^^  the 
Inspectorial  Staff,  and  the  Public  Cleansing  Department. 
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S'TCTION 


'a-  : C i r o nms t an c e s. . of  the  Area, 

■"  V'/  1’  . -.fv'---;  . . ^ * ' . . .HiT:.,-- - > .t  'I., 

V/ator  Supply  - tjiere  are  no  changes  to  record.  Progress  has  not 

been  sattslactory  as  regards  provision  of  Towns 
’ sApply- to  ■ thcr  house>s-‘,noAt;’.or:.od  J-n  Ihe  3.9S8  report. 

••■.I':.  ’!  The  v/ater  sn.pnly  the  year. 

Sanitary  Insnecrblon 

Pririary  Inspections 3457 

Re-inspections, 1207 

.^Defects  or  nuisances 

'discovered,  > , , . . . . » 897 

Defects,  or  nuisances  abated  859 
’inf ornal  Notices  served.,.,  897 
• Statuoory_  9 

■ Lega.l  .proceedings’  Nil 

•DgairiQc^e.  and.  Sewernge.  There  v/er'o  no-  i’rap.pr'tint  extensions 

■ • of  se\7era.ge  : dui-ing.  the  year . 

Rivers  and  Strearns-  Periodic  inspections  v/ere  made. 

Closet  Accommodation 

. t NoAvpf- Privy  Middens.  , 0 

^ ^ li  On  of  Par  3.  Cj.osetSocv'j  i.<>ff.on»»cn,«r.  ,«,>  153 

■* .*  Ho. o.  .o.x_  .Dry  iiS^hp?.,t3  • . , c, ,,.o  c • 0 

■ ■-  No..,  of  Movable  Ashbihsi^i'A.i^  I.  11786 

' ir.-r  No;,  of  Houses  . on  ^.V/atpr  ■Qahxvl.ag,^  System. . 10513 

• •No.;.;  of  Fresh  J'/ater  ^.X.os.etaRi, ; , r f.  , . . < , , 9484 

No,'  of  -.Waste  Water  ’ploSAts, Xti  -W  . 2183 

The  .Np,  , of  Waste  \Tater:''Ql  os  o',  is ’converted 

to  Frosh  V/ater  Closets  , , , ^ 44 

Pu>^l i c Ole ans i n g . - Eir tended  facilities  have  been  provided  for 

dealing  v/ith  snovv  and  defrosting  of  roads, 

'a  .'v;  A salvage  sell cme  has  been  put  in  operation. 

Shops  Act,  1934  - Routine  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  Tho  V'.^ater  of  the  Towns  Public  Swim- 
ming Bs.tns  was  examined  bacteriolog- 
ically  during  uhe  year.  The  results 
wer  c ^ 3 a t r s f ac  tory , 

Bradication  of  Bed  Bugs  - The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  attended 

a special  course  held  by  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institnie-  Improved  methods 
for  dealing  with  bugs  have  been  adopted. 
All  prospective  tenants  for  Corporation 
houses  are  visited  before  being  allotted 
a house. 


Offensive  Trades  »■  There  are  five  prenises  in  the  Borough 
•:  c - T-  occupied  by  such  trades*  These  were  kept 

. r'.  ..under  supervisioni  ' ' . 

- cr  1. , v.  ' 

. r -/Nr Factories.  Act *'  1957  - The  provisions  of  the  Act,  so  far  as 

they  concern  the  Public  Health  Dept*, 
were  applied*  The  administration  of 
the  Act  was  satisfactory.  / 'I.. 


SECTI0H  5. 

Housing* 


New  houses  erected  during  the  year  - 

By  the  Local"  Authority.  ***** 0 

By  other -Local  Authorities,. 0 

Bg[  other  bodies  or  persons,.**..,...,. -7 

By  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Aots.,,.,,  0 


SECTION  6» 

^ ' Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

No .'  ■ of  Dairy  Farms . . *A  * * ; * * . i * * * * . . . i » . * i 66 

No.  of  Cdwkeepers  ^including  Da'iryf arms) 69 


Approximate  No,  of  cows  in  the  Districts 850 

No.  ’of  'Inspections  during  the  year 227 

No.A'df  Dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other 

than  oowkeepers). 168 


Repairs  and  alteraj^ions  were  carried  out  at  three  farms 
at.  an  estimated  cost  of  £300.  ' . ...L’., 

^ - • r .1 

The  usual  inspections  were  made  of  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  ■. 
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Prevalence  of  and 

SECTION  7. 

Control  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

<1 

> Hosnital 

Notifiable 

Total  Cases 

Total  Deaths 

Total 

Deaths  in 

Diseases 

Notified 

Gases 

Hospital  of 

■ 

Removed 

persons 

■ . 

to  Hosp- 

belonging  to 

> 

.ital 

district 

Smallpox  ' 

* •• 

i.;-" 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

. S8 

- 

32 

- 

Diphtheria 

( including 

• 

meitforanous  croup  ’ 

60 

2 

60 

1 

Enteric  fever 

( including 

paratyphoid ) 

— 

— 

- 

Measles,  excludir 

g 

German  Measles 

• 1 

• — 

— 

- ' 

Whooping* -Cough 

.119 

• 2 

t 

i^cute  Pneumonia 

( p r imary  and 

influtoii-zal) 

..  6 

- 

- 

Puerperal  pyrexie 

..  2 

— 

- 

Cerehro- spinal 

fever 

1 

— 

1 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelit 

is 

- 

- 

- 

^-cute  Polio- 

encenhalitls 

— 

- 

Encephalitis 

, ■■ 

' • 

lethargica 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

— 

- 

— 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 

2 

- 

FrysiP'^ll^^- 

4 

— 

3 

- 

(Con- 

Malaria  (tracted 

- 

« 

. . . 

(In  this 

— 

— 

- 

- 

( Country 
( 

(Abroad 

— 

— 

— 

Any  other 

’ 

Diseases 

notifiable  in 

district,  e.g. 

Chicken-pox 

- 

- 

~ 

Any  other  disease 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Septic  Throat 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Ciiicken  Pox 

— 

- 

3 

Tonsilitia . 

— 

1 

Totals 

134 

5 

ICl 

1 
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Vaocination  >-  Return  for  1959. 

Births  542,  Sub'CBssfully  vaccinated --SS. - 

Rate  percentage  vaccinated'16,G8  ■ 

During  1939  in  consequence  of  problems  raised  by  the 
Evacuation  Scheme  cases  were  received  at  Bull  Hill  Hospital 
from  areas  not  normally  sending  patients. 

^During  1939  arrangements  were  made  for  bacteriological 
examinations  at  the  Hospital  (see  iuite- sect ion  3). 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1939. 


New  Cases 

{ 

1 Deaths 

1 

Respiratory 

Non-Resi 

piratorv 

1 Respiratory iNon-Resu^ 

Age  Periods 

^ ' 

• 

F. 

M, 

F. 

r M. 

F. 

! M. 

\ 

F 

U- 

Years 

0 

1 

. . 

: 

- 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

5 

— 

3 

2 

10 

— 

1 

— 

1 

15 

— 

— 

1 

•.4 

1 

MB 

20 

— 

1 

— 

25 

— 

2 

w 

1 

- 

__ 

35 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

45 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

_ 

55 

2 

_ 

1 

1 

65  and 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

upwards 

- 

-V  1 

4.1 

^1 

_ 

Totals . . . . 

7 

5 

7 

5 

7 

4 

2 

1 

N ^ 

\ 

..  . ■ 

V . 

4 

• 

12 

\ 

11 

■ 

3 

35  iidjusted  to  agree  with  Registrar  G-eneral^  s figures. 
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Sr.GTION  8. 


Evacuation. 


In  connection  with  the  G-overnment  Evacuation  Scheme, 
the  following  were  received  from  Mctnchester  on  the  3rd 
September  1939. 


Unaccompanied  Children 2399 

Mothers  and  Children 501 

Teachers  and  helpers 162 

Total 3062 


Arrangements  were  made  for  the  exar:iination  of  these 
persons  on  their  arrival  and  from  the  outset  all  the  normal 
facilities  of  the  Public  Health  Department  were  extended  to 
them.  V/hile  their  numbers  justified  it  special  sessions 
were  set  up  at  Ante -Natal  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

All  billets  were  inspected  hy  the  Darwen  Sanitary 
Inspectors  assisted  by  L/Lr.  Nowell  lent  from  Manchester,  and 
a very  great  amount  of  v/ork  was  done  in  disinfecting  bedding 
used  in  the  scheme. 


SECTION 


A.R.P. 


The  A.R.P.  Casualty  Services  v;ere  placed  on  a war 
footing,  wholetime  :9taffs  being  recruited  and  part-time 
volunteers  also  enrolled.  A vigorous  effort  was  made  to 
train  personnel  and  in  addition  First  Aid  training  was 
given  to  members  of  the  Fire  Service  and  V/ardens.  The 
numbers  trained  in  First  Aid,  Homo  Nursing,  eto.,  will 
be  included  in  the  1940  report. 

Members  of  the  First  Aid  Pc^rties,  Auxiliary  Fire 
Service,  Decontamination  Service  v;ere  physically  exaiiiined 
for  fitness. 
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